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esophagus, and now he gasped desperately for air between each expulsion, without much success.."Even when I was a young boy," Tom continued, "the world felt a lot
different to me from the way it looked to other people. I don't mean I was smarter. I've got maybe a little better than average IQ, but nothing I could brag about. Flunked
geography twice and history once. No one would ever confuse me and Einstein. It's just, I felt ... such complexity and mystery that other people didn't appreciate, such
layered beauty, layers upon layers like phyllo pastry, each new layer more amazing than the last. I can't explain it to you without sounding like a holy fool, but even as a boy,
I wanted to serve the God who had created so much wonder, regardless of how strange and perhaps even beyond all understanding He might be.".Maria's mother, visiting
from Mexico, was babysitting, so Maria came without her children, as a guest, joining Agnes and the laugh-a-minute Isaacson twins, chroniclers of destruction. They ate in
the dining room, rather than at the kitchen dinette, with a lace-trimmed tablecloth, the good china, crystal wineglasses, and fresh flowers..Refusing to give the cop the
satisfaction of a reply to the news of the unborn baby's paternity, Junior stared unwaveringly into the grave and said, "Whose funeral were you attending?".There was an
otter in our brook.After wiping her floury hands, Agnes took the book from him and, examining it, could find nothing wrong. She flipped back a few pages, then a few
forward, but the lines of type were crisp and clear. "Show me where, honey.".Neddy talked when Celestina paused for breath, talked over her when she didn't pause, heard
only his own mellifluous voice and was pleased to conduct both sides of the conversation, wearing her down as surely as-though far more rapidly than-the sand-filled winds
of Egypt diminished the pharaohs' pyramids. He talked through the first polite "Excuse me" of the tall man who stepped into the open doorway behind him, through the
second and third, and then with an abruptness that was as miraculous as any cure at the shrine of Lourdes, he fell silent when the visitor put a hand on his shoulder, eased
him gently aside, and entered the apartment..At a gun shop, Junior purchased two hundred rounds of ammunition. Later, that many cartridges seemed excessive to him.
Later still, he purchased another two hundred..This Detroit-built gondola would swiftly navigate the Styx without a black-robed gondolier to pole it onward..By the time this
operation concluded and the sulphurous Mr. Cain was brought to some form of justice, Simon might have spent twenty or twenty-five percent of the fee that he'd collected
from the liability settlement in the matter of Naomi Cain's death. The attorney put a substantial price on his dignity and reputation..Agnes hadn't asked him to keep his
strange feat a secret from his uncles. In truth, she had come home in such a curious state of mind that even as she'd worked with Jacob to prepare dinner and even as
she'd overseen Edom's setting of the table, she hesitated to tell them what had happened on the run from Joey's grave to the station wagon. She fluctuated between
guarded euphoria and fear bordering on panic, and she didn't trust herself to recount the experience until she had taken more time to absorb it..When Junior walked the
cracked-linoleum corridor and descended the six flights of stairs to the street, he discovered that a thin drizzle was falling. The afternoon grew darker even as he turned his
face to the sky, and the cold, dripping city, which swaddled Bartholomew somewhere in its concrete folds, appeared not to be a beacon of culture and sophistication
anymore, but a forbidding and dangerous empire, as it had never seemed to him before..Nearly two weeks ago, in the Spruce Hills hospital, Junior had been drawn by
some strange magnetism to the viewing window at the neonatal-care unit. There, transfixed by the newborns, he sank into a slough of fear that threatened to undo him
completely. By some sixth sense, he had realized that the mysterious Bartholomew had something to do with babies..Junior's throat wasn't half as sore as it had been the
previous afternoon, and to these men, his soft, coarse voice must have sounded not abraded, but raw with emotion. "I don't care what's customary. I don't want anything. I
don't blame anyone. These things happen. If you have a liability release with you, I'll sign it right now.".Kitchen to dining room, dining room to hallway, keeping his back to
the wall, easing quickly along, then into the foyer. Wait here, listening..He stabbed Prosser, however, merely to relieve his frustration and to enliven the dull routine of a life
made dreary by the tedious Bartholomew hunt and by loveless sex. In return for more excitement, he'd assumed greater risk, to mitigate risk, he must have insurance..With
only a faint twinge of sentimental longing, he drove away from the house that had been his and Naomi's love nest for fourteen blissful months.."And to the north of us,"
Agnes said, drawing him out, "Janey Carter went off to college last year, and she's their only child.".Glancing at her in the rearview mirror, the driver said, "Pretty
exhilarating, huh? Your first big show?".Jacob had become a card mechanic for one purpose. Not because he'd ever be a gambler. Not to wow friends with card tricks. Not
because the challenge intrigued him. He wanted to be able to give Agnes winning cards once in a while, if she was losing too frequently or needed to have her spirits lifted.
He didn't feed her winning hands often enough to make her suspicious or to make the games less fun for Edom or Joey. He was judicious. The effort he expended-the
thousands of hours of practice-was repaid with interest each time Agnes laughed with delight after being dealt a perfect hand..Sparky wasn't a bad guy, not easily bought,
and if he'd been asked to sell out any tenant other than Cain, he probably wouldn't have done so at any price. He greatly disliked Cain, however, and considered him to be
"as strange and creepy as a syphilitic monkey.".The spirit of Bartholomew . . . will find you ... and mete out the terrible judgment that you deserve..He wanted to say: The
vain, power-mad politicians who milk cheers from ignorant crowds, the sports stars and preening actors who hear themselves called heroes and never object, they should
all wither with shame at the mention of your name. Your vision, your struggle, the years of grueling work, your enduring faith when others doubted, the risk you took with
career and reputation--it's one of the great stories of science, and I'd be honored if I could shake your band..He did not look at the battered face. Dare to meet those
shuttered eyes, and they might spring open, full of blood and fix him with a crucifying stare.."He's a hollow man," Vanadium said. "He believes in nothing. Hollow men are
vulnerable to anyone who offers them something that might fill the void and make them feel less empty. So-".Without commenting, Tom continued: "And worlds just like
ours-except that my parents never met, and I was never born. Worlds in which Wally was never shot because he was too unsure of himself or just too stupid to take
Celestina to dinner that night or to ask her to marry him.".Whereas Edom feared the wrath of nature, Jacob knew that the true hand of doom was the hand of humankind..If
the directory proved to be of no help, Junior would proceed next to the registry office at the county courthouse, to review the records of births going back to the turn of the
century if necessary. Bartholomew, of course, might not have been born in the county, might have moved here as a child or an adult. If he owned property, he'd show up on
the register of deeds. Whether a landowner or not, if he did his civic duty every two years, he would appear on the voter rolls..Although he ate more meals in restaurants
than not, he hadn't ordered a burger in twenty-two months, since finding the quarter embedded in the half-melted slice of cheddar, in December of '65. Indeed, since then,
he'd never risked a sandwich of any kind in a restaurant, limiting his selections to foods that were served open on the plate..Junior had seen the silvery coin snapping off the
cop's thumb and spinning upward. Now it was gone, as though it had vanished in midair..WITH BRIGHT BEACH under assault by one miserable flu and by an uncountable
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variety of common colds, business was brisk this Monday at Damascus Pharmacy..When she complimented him on being such a good little soldier, abiding his cold with no
complaint, he shrugged. Without looking up from the coloring book, he said, "It's just here.".At the end of the famous sermon, Celestina's father had wished to all
well-meaning people that into their lives should fall a rain of benign effects from the kind and selfless actions of countless Bartholomews whom they would never meet. And
he assures those who are selfish or envious or lacking in compassion, or who in fact commit acts of great evil, that their deeds will return to them, magnified beyond
imagining, for they are at war with the purpose of life. If the spirit of Bartholomew cannot enter their hearts and change them, then it will find them and mete out the terrible
judgment they deserve..Several large Dumpsters hulked nearby, dark rectangles less seen than suggested in the slowly churning murk, like forms in a dream, as ominous
as graveyard sarcophaguses, each as suitable for a musician's carcass as any of the others..Worse, the people who adopted Seraphim's baby might be anywhere in the
nine-county Bay Area. Millions of phone listings to scan..In July 1967, at two and a half, he finally contracted his first cold, an off-season virus with a mean bite. His throat
was sore, but he didn't fuss or even complain. He swallowed his medicine without resistance, and though he rested occasionally, he played with toys and paged through
picture books with as much pleasure as ever..On the nightstand stood a stainless-steel carafe beaded with condensation. Maria took the cap off the water carafe, and with a
longhandled spoon, she scooped out a chip of ice. Cupping her left hand."I've got hundreds of files on cases like that," said Jacob, "and much worse. If you're interested, I'll
get you copies of some.".could not be a person of the best intentions. Doctors and nurses wouldn't monitor their patients with the lights off..With his sister's financial
backing, Edom purchased a flower shop in '71, after ascertaining that the strip mall in which it was located had been even more soundly constructed than the earthquake
code required, that it didn't stand on slide-prone land, that it did not lie in a flood plain, and that in fact its altitude above sea level ensured that it would survive all but a tidal
wave of such towering enormity that nothing less than an asteroid impact in the Pacific could be the cause. In '73, he married Maria Elena (that boy-girl thing, after all),
whereupon she became Agnes's sister-in-law in addition to having long been a full sister in her heart. They bought the house on the other side of the original Lampion
homestead, and another fence was torn down..The ninth piece was not art, certainly not a work by Griskin, and could disturb no one half as much as it rattled Junior. Upon
a black pedestal stood a pewter candlestick identical to the one that had cracked the skull of Thomas Vanadium and had added dimension to the cop's previously pan-flat
face..Striving to appear casual, but obviously unnerved, the pencil-thin man backed off again. "The paintings are lovely, wonderful, I'm enormously impressed. I'm a friend of
the artist's, you know. She was a tenant of mine, I was her landlord during her early college years, in her salad days, a nice little studio apartment, before the baby. A lovely
girl, 1 always knew she'd be a success, it was so apparent in even her earliest work. I just had to come tonight, even though a friend's covering two of my four sets. I
couldn't miss this.".A lamp with a fringed silk shade spread small feathery wings of golden light over one corner of the living room. On the coffee table were three decorative
blown-glass oil lamps, ashimmer..Needles of rain knitted the air and quickly embroidered silvery patterns on the blacktop..Closing her eyes, Agnes whispered,
"Bartholomew," in a reverent voice full of wonder, full of awe..Her metal hands were still crossed defensively over her breasts. The artist had welded large hexagonal nuts to
her rake-tine fingers to suggest knuckles, and balanced on one nut was a fourth quarter..Tom pointed to the nearly finished martini that stood on the table before him.
Balanced on the thin rim of the glass: impossibly, precariously--the coin..He nodded. "You do. Yes. But you don't need to know right now. Later, when you're calmer, when
you're clearer. It's too important to rush you through it now.".Agnes called their two-car parade a Christmas caravan, which appealed to Barty's sense of magic and
adventure. Repeatedly he turned in his seat and rose to his knees to look back at his uncle Edom, waving vigorously.."Angel," Phimie said thickly, searching her sister's
eyes for a sign of understanding..In spring, summer, and fall, they brightened the grave with the roses that Edom grew in the side yard. In this less rose-friendly season,
these Christmas bouquets had been purchased at a flower shop..The dinner guest leaned back into the car, as though to retrieve something. Perhaps he, too, had been
considerate enough to bring a small gift for his hostess..Those spike-sharp eyes, - tenpenny gray, nailed Junior to the bed, pinning him for scrutiny..For Junior, 1968-the
Chinese Year of the Monkey--would be the Year of the Plastic Surgeon. He would require extensive dermabrasion to restore the smoothness and tone to his skin, to be as
irresistibly kissable as he had been before. While at it, he would need surgery to make subtle changes in his features. Tricky. He didn't want to trade perfection for
anonymity. He must take care to ensure that his postsurgery look, when he let his hair grow in and perhaps dyed it, would be as devastating to women as his previous
appearance.."That's enough?" "Silly man." "Cain looks like a movie star." "Does he have nice teeth?" she asked. "They're good. Not perfect." "So kiss me, Mr. Perfect.".To
Agnes, Jacob said, "Likely to be a sunnier fortune if the cards are bright and fresh, don't you think?".Maria was hand-repairing some of Joey's clothes, which Agnes had
meticulously damaged earlier in the day..Sometimes, in his mind, Tom wasn't running along the residential streets of Bright Beach, but along the corridor of the dormitory
wing over which he had served as prefect. He was cast back in time, to that dreadful night. A sound wakes him. A fragile cry. Thinking it a voice from his dream, he
nevertheless gets out of bed, takes up a flashlight, and checks on his charges, his boys. Low-wattage emergency lamps barely relieve the gloom in the corridor. The rooms
are dark, doors ajar according to the rules, to guard against the danger of stubborn locks in the event of fire. He listens. Nothing. Then into the first room-and into a Hell on
earth. Two small boys per room, easily and silently overcome by a grown man with the strength of madness. In the sweep of the flashlight beam: the dead eyes, the
wrenched faces, the blood. Another room, the flashlight jittering, jumping, and the carnage worse. Then in the hall again, movement in the shadows. Josef Krepp captured
by the flashlight. Josef Krepp, the quiet custodian, meek by all appearances, employed at St. Anselmo's for the past six months with nary a problem, with only good
employee reviews attached to his record. Josef Krepp, here in the corridor of the past, grinning and capering in the flashlight, wearing a dripping necklace of souvenirs..The
formless apprehension with which she had awakened at 1:50, Tuesday morning, had returned to her from time to time during the past couple days. Now, here it came
again, pinching her throat and tightening her chest-at last beginning to take form..In southern California, Agnes Lampion dreams of her newborn son. In Oregon, Junior Cain
fearfully speaks a name in his sleep, and Detective Vanadium, waiting to tell the suspect about his dead wife's diary, leans forward in his chair to listen, while ceaselesslyturning a quarter across the thick knuckles of his right hand..He spent the afternoon with her and stayed for dinner. He ate at her bedside, feeding both himself and her,
balancing the progress of his meal with hers, so they finished together. He'd never fed her before, yet he wasn't awkward with her, or she with him, and later what he
remembered of dinner was the conversation, not the logistics..Eventually he found himself alone at the large viewing window of the neonatal-care unit. Seven newborns
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were in residence. Fixed to the foot of each of the seven bassinets was a placard on which was printed the name of the baby..If he hadn't been such a rational, stable,
no-nonsense person all of his life, Junior might have thought he was losing his mind.."I don't have to graduate in the spring of next year. I can take fewer classes, graduate
the spring after. That's no big deal."."From 1604 through 1610, Erzebet Bathory, sister of the Polish king, with the assistance of her servants, tortured and killed six hundred
girls. She bit them, drank their blood, tore their faces off with tongs, mutilated their private parts, and mocked their screams.".Gradually, Agnes realized that this was not a
prayer for the soul of a deceased infant but for the survival of one still alive.."Better hurry," Wally advised, gracing Celestina's other cheek with a dryer kiss..Instead of
opening his left fist, Tom lifted his martini with his right, and on the tablecloth under the glass lay the coin..Wet cobblestones and tattered blacktop. Hurry, hurry. Past the
lighted casement window in the gallery men's room..Eleven years later, a few months after marrying Agnes, Joey mysteriously invited Edom to accompany him on "a little
drive," and took his bewildered brother-in-law to a nursery. They returned home with fifty pound bags of special mulch, jars of plant food, and an array of new tools.
Together, they stripped the sod from the side yard, turned the soil, and prepared the ground for the rich variety of hybrid starter plants that were delivered the following
week..His musical abilities were most likely an offshoot of his more extraordinary talent for math. He said that music was numbers, and what he seemed to mean was that
he could all but instantly translate the notes of any song into a personal numerical code, retain it, and repeat the song by repeating the memorized sequence of code. When
he read sheet music, he saw arrangements of numbers.."What aren't you telling us?" her mother pressed, intuiting the existence of a larger story, if not the amazing nature
of it..The masterpiece that Junior purchased was small, a sixteen-inch-square canvas, but it cost twenty-seven hundred dollars. The entire picture-titled The Cancer Lurks
Unseen, Version 1-was flat black, except for a small gnarled mass, bile-green and pus-yellow, in the upper-right quadrant. Worth every penny..Enigmatic as ever on this
subject, he continued: "I'm probably not blind more places than I am. Yeah, sure, I'd rather be me in one of the other places where my eyes are good, but this is the me I
am. And you know what?".But both the Church and quantum physics contend there is no such thing. Coincidence is the result of mysterious design and meaning--or it's
strange order underlying the appearance of chaos. Take your pick. Or, if you choose, feel free to believe that they're one and the same..The previously flat, monotonous
voice had in it now a subtle but undeniable new roundness of tone: "And every human being, every living thing, is a string on that instrument.".This Dry Sack-assisted effort
at recollection, however, brought back to him one thing in addition to all the sweet lubricious images of Seraphim naked. The voice of her father. On the tape recorder. The
reverend droning on and on as Junior pinned the devout daughter to the mattress..Their struggle to put their sorrow into words moved Agnes not because they cared so
deeply, but because in the end they were unable to express themselves adequately. Without the relief provided by expression, their anguish grew corrosive. Their lifelong
introversion left them without the social skills to unburden themselves or to provide solace to others. Worse, their obsessions with death, in all its many means and
mechanisms, had prepared them to expect Barty's cancer, which left them neither shocked nor capable of consolation, but merely resigned. Ultimately, in great frustration,
each twin was reduced to fragmented sentences, crippled gestures, quiet tears-and Agnes became the only consoler..He nervously fingered the fabric of his slacks,
outlining the quarter in his pocket. Still there.."It's just that you never know what anyone's hand has been up to recently," Jacob explained. "That respectable banker down
the street might have thirty dismembered women buried in his backyard. The nice church-going lady next door might be sleeping in the same bed with the rotting corpse of
a lover who tried to jilt her, and for a hobby she makes jewelry from the finger bones of preschool children she's tortured and murdered.".The two men detached and rolled
up the pleated green skirt that hung from the rectangular frame of the graveyard winch on which the casket was suspended. Green, rather than black, because Naomi loved
nature: Junior had been thoughtful about the details of the service..Convinced he was alone and unobserved, Junior leaned into the car and shifted it out of park. He
released the hand brake.."A wonderful wedding," Celestina promised her, taking a pair of pajamas from a dresser drawer.."I'm not a burglar, Mr. Cain. No client has enough
money to make me risk prison. Besides, even if you could steal their files, you would probably discover that the babies' identities are coded, and without the code, you'd still
be nowhere.".Although the Rolex was expensive, Junior cared nothing about the monetary loss. He could afford to buy an armful of Rolexes, and wear them from wrist to
shoulder..Junior hadn't noticed when the detective stopped turning the coin across his knuckles..Junior was motivated not by twisted needs, but by rational self interest.
Consequently, he opted to load the detective's body into the cramped backseat of the Studebaker with all limbs intact and head attached..For the next few days, they would
eat all their meals in the suite. Most likely, Cain had left San Francisco. And even if the killer hadn't fled, this was a big city, where a chance encounter with him was unlikely.
Yet having, assumed the role of guardian, Tom Vanadium had a zero tolerance for risk, because the inimitable Mr. Cain had proved himself to be a master of the
unlikely..He got behind the wheel of the Studebaker, started the engine, did a hard 180-degree turn, using more lawn than driveway, and cried out in terror when Vanadium
moved noisily in the backseat..No one seemed to realize that predicting the future might not be a suitable entertainment in this house, at this time, considering that Agnes
had so recently and horribly been blindsided by fate..Yet that evening, when she'd accepted his proposal and asked if he wasn't frightened, he said, "Not
anymore.".Knacker, Hisscus, and Nork, all talking at once, then failing silent as if they were a single organism, then talking in rotation but interrupting one another, tried to
advance their agenda..Nevertheless, Thomas Vanadium's hostile ghost, that terrible prickly bur of stubborn energy, wasn't done with Junior yet. Until Bartholomew was
dead, the cop's filthy-scabby-monkey spirit would keep coming back and coming back, and it would surely grow more violent..This morning, Damascus had left the house
early, before Vanadium came downstairs, which was perfect for Junior's purposes. While the maniac cop was finishing his shave and shower, Junior crept upstairs to check
his room. He discovered the revolver in the second of the three places that he expected it to be, did his work, and returned the weapon to the nightstand drawer in precisely
the position that he had found it. Narrowly avoiding an encounter with Vanadium in the hall, he retreated to the ground floor. After some fussing over the most effective
placement, he left the quarter and the luggage-just as Vanadium, the human stump, clumped down the stairs. Junior experienced an unexpected delay when the detective
spent half an hour making phone calls from the study, but then Vanadium went into the kitchen, allowing him to slip out of the house and complete his work..He threw away
his necktie, because in the elevator, on the way down from Renee's-or Rene's--penthouse, and again on the walk back to his apartment, he had scrubbed his tongue with it.
On further consideration, he threw away everything that he had been wearing, including his shoes..From time to time, customers had crossed the cocktail lounge to drop
folding money into a fishbowl atop the piano, tips for the musician. A few had requested favorite -tunes.
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