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tabor-player, and Rose, who played fife. Their first tune was a stampy, fast and brilliant, too fast for some of the dancers. Diamond and his partner stayed in, and people
cheered and clapped them when they finished the dance, sweating and panting. "Beer!" Diamond cried, and was carried off in a swirl of young men and women, all laughing
and chattering..exerted considerable political power. On the whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining.Old Speech is endless, so are the runes.."I'd prefer the
‘or." ".and inkpots and writings, two or three boys seated at the table, and the grey-haired, stocky man.He looked up suddenly. The sheep, who had been grouped near the
stile, were scurrying off, and.That is not what the otter was thinking as it swam fast down the Yennava. It was not thinking anything much but speed and direction and the
sweet taste of river water and the sweet power of swimming. But something like that is what Medra had been thinking as he sat at the table in his grandmother's house in
End-lane, talking with his mother and sister, just before the door was flung open and the terrible shining figure stood there..At first he had thought Diamond had a knack
such as many children had and then lost, a stray spark of magery. When he was a little boy, Golden himself had been able to make his own shadow shine and sparkle. His
family had praised him for the trick and made him show it off to visitors; and then when he was seven or eight he had lost the hang of it and never could do it again.."No,
seriously," she said. "You thought | was sending in the dark, eh? Since when! That."I'd like to walk under your trees a bit, Azver," the Herbal said, with a long sigh..full of
shame and rage and vengefulness..maintained a hostel there for all who came to worship..Gelluk watched him with his inquisitive, affectionate look, and when Otter stood
up, wincing and gasping, the wizard asked gently, "Are you afraid of the King?".crowd, a ceiling made of fiery magma, unreal but belching real flames, and no one paid
attention;.villages prospered. That prosperity and the beauty of the meadows and upland pastures and oak-.mud and reeds, with one vague, boggy path to the water, and
no track on that but goat-hoofs. The.On the island of Ark, and in Orrimy on Hosk, and down among the Ninety Isles, there are tales about a man who came seeking for a
land where people remembered the justice of the kings and the honor of wizards, and he called that land Morred's Isle. There's no knowing if these stories are about Medra,
since he went under many names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter any more. Gelluk's fall had not brought Losen down. The pirate king had other wizards in his pay,
among them a man called Early, who would have liked to find the young upstart who defeated his master Gelluk. And Early had a good chance of tracing him. Losen's
power stretched all across Havnor and the north of the Inmost Sea, growing with the years; and the Hound's nose was as keen as ever.."l do want you to stay. But don't
stay! You're a finder, you have to go find. It's only that.things like that, and who would have expected it of a rich man? Wouldn't he have servants, where."Thank you,
mistress," he muttered, crouching at the fire. She brought him a bowl of broth. He drank from it eagerly yet warily, as if long unaccustomed to hot soup..his eyes on that
seed of light..If written down, spells are written in the True Runes, sometimes with some admixture of the
Hardic.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (87 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (32 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].and cruelty. | look at the
world, at the forests and the mountain here, the sky, and it's all.tales, and songs, is written in the characters properly called Hardic runes. Most Archipelagans."What form is
he in?" first sign of Otter's gift, when he was two or three years old, was his ability to go straight to."Trust," the young man said. "Yes. But against- Against them?- Gelluk's

gone. Maybe Losen will.Content includes mythic, epic, and historical narrative, geographical descriptions, practical.studying the Acastan Spells. Together they had finally
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worked it out, a long toil. "Like ploughing.earthy taste of the onion was good, and he ate it all.."Didn't know you were after him. I've been after him a long time. He fooled
me." Hound spoke.must. . .".farms across the island to hear the histories read, listening in silence, intent. "Our souls are.l entered a mall. It was filled with displays. Tourist
offices, sports shops, mannequins in.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (35 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].Archipelagan scholars are aware of it, but most Kargs would deny it, since they have confused.about a hotel. Suddenly | crashed, with my whole body, into an invisible
barrier. It was a sheet of.As he came down the last slope of the mountain, he had seen houses here and there out in the.He had power to raise huge waves on the sea, and
to stop the tide or bring it early; and his voice.aboard her. My hands wouldn't do it. So | did what | could. | made her go her own way. Not his.Books of history and the
records and recipes for magic exist only in written form-the latter usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a lore-book (a compilation of spells made
and annotated by a wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there is usually one copy only..not recall how or when | entered a wide avenue; at an intersection | slackened my
pace, lifted my."Only in some very, very old tales. Before the gods were. Before men were. Before men were men,.drunk by his cold hearth..bit... But the boy had met his
match in the Masters.."l know. | said everything wrong. | did everything wrong. | betrayed everything. The magic. And the music. And you.".Day by day, as they talked in the
old stableyard of Iria, where they had fallen into the habit of.moving in a line:."A cigarette. What -- you don't smoke?".Mage remained an essentially undefined term: a
wizard of great power..All this went rushing through his mind like a flood breaking through a dam, while he stood at the.It was hard for him to lie. He thought he was
awkward at it because he had no practice. Hound knew.Money was a problem. The girl thought, of course, that he as a great wizard would snap his fingers.killed the people
who worked in the tower. Otter had never entered it nor seen Licky enter it. He.There was a pause. He forgot that he had to answer in words. "I'd stay if | might," he said.
"I'd stay here.".In return he told Veil and Ember about the mines of Samory, and the wizard Gelluk, and Anieb the."He does that," the cowboy said to Gift. "Talks at em." He
was amused, disdainful. He was one of.underfoot ended, gave way to porous rock. | passed through a curtain of light and found myself.She followed the Doorkeeper down
a stone passageway. Only at the end of it did she think to turn.knelt to look at some small plant or fungus on the forest floor..make free with names, my own included. Who
named you, Irian?".Nothing happened as he said the words Ard had taught him, his old witch-teacher with her bitter mouth and her long, lean arms, the words spoken awry
then, spoken truly now..mind. No one, no matter how strong or wise or great, can rightly own and use another.."If somebody could talk to her people there, they'd get word
to her. Her brother, Littleash, used."but a crafty man. Well, you're not the first."."What do you want to learn?" asked the taller woman in her mild voice..heart." The direction
on the outside was the Hardic rune for willow. The note was signed with.would hear that cough, this time? He smiled at young Rose, and the mother's heart lifted.
Surely."You're a curer?".All we know of ancient times in Earthsea is to be found in poems and songs, passed down orally for centuries before they were ever written. The
Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is at least two thousand years old in the Hardic language; its original version may have existed millennia before that. Its
thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the islands of Earthsea in the beginning of time and made all beings by naming them in the Language of the Making-the language
in which the poem was first spoken..to Endlane, where the mother lived. Early rummaged in their cloudy, witless minds, had the.He told her, as well as he could. "We were
strangers. Yet she gave me her name," he said. "And | gave her mine." He spoke haltingly, with long pauses. "It was | that walked with the wizard, compelled by him, but
she was with me, and she was free. And so together we could turn his power against him, so that he destroyed himself." He thought tor a long time, and said, "She gave me
her power.".eagerly imparted, had nothing to do with his power or with any true power. Mining and refining.They were both shy. When Medra took her hand his hand shook,
and Ember, whose name was Elehal, turned away scowling. Then she touched his hand very lightly. When he stroked the sleek black flow of her hair she seemed only to
endure his touch, and he stopped. When he tried to embrace her she was stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It wasn't
the first night, nor the first nights, they passed together that gave either of them much pleasure or ease. But they learned from each other, and came through shame and
fear into passion. Then their long days in the silence of the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to them..and the dragonlords. Maybe he was a teller or a singer? But
no; the murrain, he had said..could sink in the sea as deep as Solea. But she thought with love of the roads and fields of Way..it when the world was young...".hellhounds
and probably a drunk old man. But it was worth the chance, he thought; he was bored out."Good," he said, and that was the last word he spoke to Ivory.."How could he not
want to?".a wrong turning somewhere. Tall reeds rose up close beside the paths, so that if a light shone.binding spell on the boy that held him upright and immobile as a
stone statue, and left him so for.defend theirs with spells. Morred could not even begin to fight his Enemy until he saw his Enemy's.shadows streaked the
hillsides..directions, not illuminated by a single spark..He was shaking his head all through her speech. "No, no, no, no. Hopeless. Useless. Fatal!".right? They sent you here
as a dowser. If you're a good dowser you'll feed well and sleep easy..And beyond that, nothing. There had been illusions, little spells, pebbles that turned to butterflies,
wooden birds that flew on living wings for a minute or two. There had never been a choice, really. There was only one way for him to go..But for some decades the kings of
Hupun had been in conflict with the high priest and his.Standing on that hill, Medra had said, "There is a vein of water, just under where | stand, that will not go dry." They
dug down carefully and came to the water; they let it leap up into the sunlight; and the first part of the Great House they made was its inmost heart, the courtyard of the
fountain.."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of the forest Segoy planted and talk of how to destroy one another?".He recognized Hound,
though he could not sit up and could barely speak. The old man put his own jacket around his shoulders and gave him water from his flask. Then he squatted beside him,
his back against the immense trunk of the oak, and stared into the forest for a while. It was late morning, hot, the summer sunlight filtering through the leaves in a thousand

shades of green. A squirrel scolded, far up in the oak, and a jay replied. Hound scratched his neck and sighed..defiling, essentially wicked.
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